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Yuhua Ministry Talisman
For Household Safety

meaning, usage, and efficacy

[ am

The Way of Celestial Masters was formed
during the Eastern Han dynasty. Thus, the
design of sacred talismans created by Celestial
Masters reflects the structure of the cosmos as
seen by the Han dynasty people. In those days,
the world was divided into three domains:
heavenly, humanly, and earthly, representing
what is above, in the middle, and below.

The “Yuhua Ministry Talisman For
Household Safety” is a popular talisman that
Chinese folk hangs inside their houses to secure
a peaceful life at home. The amulet is divided
into three parts: the part above is built of three
platforms representing the supreme power that
comes from the Three Departments of the
Celestial Palace located in the Big Dipper
constellation. The middle part exemplifies the
Boat of Taoist Law, above which the Yuhua
Ministry is located. This abstract design also
illustrates the journey of human’s Original
Spirit (heavenly soul hun) from the celestial to
the earthly world. At the bottom are three
characters constituting a name of powerful
guiding deities associated with the Big Dipper.

The Dipper Departments

Many folk tales describe the gods
abandoning their dwellings in Heaven and
descending to the human world. The belief that
human fate is written in the stars remembers the
beginning of civilization. In the “Small Odes”
part of the Book of Odes Shijing, the lyrical
subject asks: “Heaven gave birth to me, but why
was it at such an unfortunate time?” ; The Han

scholar Wang Chong in the “Meaning of
Destiny” chapter of his Discourses Weighed in
the Balance Lunheng, describes why there is a
diversity of people with shorter and longer
lifespans or blessed with prosperity and doomed
with poverty: “The position of people might be
higher or lower, and their wealth bigger or
smaller, according as the stars distributing all
this, rank higher or lower, are larger or smaller.”
In the treatise from the Eastern Jin dynasty, The
Master who Embraces the Unhewn Baopuzi, the
author Ge Hong also believes that: “The human
embryo is born after the gi takes form, and this
is dependent from the changes in the position of
constellations.” All these examples show a
traditional belief in a strong correlation between
human destiny and the position of stars.

According to the doctrine of the Way of
Celestial Masters, the Original Spirit that dwells
inside every human being is controlled by the
Dipper Departments doufu — its place of origin
and return after the body’s death. Since there
are five major constellations in heaven, five
Dipper Departments correspond to the world’s
five directions: East, South, West, North, and
Middle. In the beginning, the Way of Celestial
Masters was known under the name The Way
of Five Pecks of Rice wudoumi dao because all
new members were required to offer five pecks
of rice as a sacrifice for the deities living in the
five heavenly constellations, who watch over
them and decide about their destiny. Back then,
rice was the most basic type of food that
sustained peoples’ lives, which means that
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Taoism, grounded on the idea of “five pecks of
rice” as an offering, is a religion that respects
the value of life. No wonder Taoism focused on
longevity and healthcare practices in its later
development and came up with many ways to
protect life from various evil forces and
malicious spirits. The aim of one of the most
important Taoist liturgies - the lidou ceremony,
is to offer prayers to the gods governing the
Dipper Departments and ask for their protection
over human’s Original Spirit. Although many
Taoist groups performed this ceremony, it was
initially created by the Celestial Masters.
Among the Dipper Departments, stars from the
Three Steps constellation near the Great Dipper
of the North are responsible for control over the
Original Spirit.

o The Three Steps

In the “Astronomy” chapter
of the Records of the Grand Historian Shiji, the
author describes the shape of the Three Steps
constellation: “There are six stars divided into
three pairs, in each pair the stars stand parallel
to each other. That is why they are called Three
Steps” In the commentary on the Shiji — Shiji
suoyin, there is even more detailed information:

“Three Steps are divided into Upper Steps,
Middle Steps, and Lower Steps, each of them
consisting of two stars.” If we look at the
astronomical maps, we can recognize this
constellation in the following drawing:

The Three Steps are
represented in Taoist
talismans in a simplified form, similar to this:

0 T S

Although in the Yuhua Ministry Talisman, the

Three Steps are illustrated differently
(resembling more a halo than a
line or an arch), they still bare

the same meaning, and the Taoist master, while

writing this part of the talisman still needs to

make a special enchantment addressing the stars

of the Three Steps constellation.

In Taoism, the Star Lords of Three Steps
are The Upper Step Star Lord Emptying the
Essence and Opening the Virtue, The Middle
Step Star Lord Governing Over the Six Purities,
and The Lower Star Lord Judging Over The
Course of Life. They are responsible for “giving
birth to the human self”, “nurturing the human
self,” and “protecting the human self,”
respectively. The Original Spirit of every
newborn child is being sent to earth by the gods
of the Three Steps.

The Yuhua Ministry

The Yuhua Ministry watches over
the Original Spirit’s journey. It ensures
that after being sent to earth by the Star
Lords and dwelling for some time in the

mortal world, the heavenly soul can return to its
origins in the Three Steps. It is one of the units

under the governance of the Dipper
Departments. One of the most well-known
deities in the Ministry is the Stove God. In the
“Summary of the Rules of Propriety Part One”
chapter of the Book of Rites Liji, it is recorded
that the Son of Heaven, the feudal lords, and
officials all venerate five divinities. In the
Eastern Han dynasty, Zhuang Xuan commented
on this fragment of Liji, saying that those five
divinities were already the most important
objects of offerings in the Yin-Shang dynasty.
One of those early venerated heavenly spirits
was the Stove God. The typical early
representation of the Stove God was the picture
of three rocks, representing the three legs of the
offering vessel ding.

After offering sacrifices, every household
sends the gods to Heaven on the twenty-fourth
day of the twelfth lunar month. The gods are
welcomed back to the house on the fourth day
of the first lunar month, right after the Chinese
Lunar New Year celebrations. Among these
gods is the Stove God, which keeps the register
of deeds and misdeeds done by every family
member. In the “Weizhi” chapter of Baopuzi,
the author, while describing the deities
governing heaven and earth, refers to the Stove
God’s duties in the following way: “On the last
day of each lunar month, the Stove God ascends
to heaven to announce the sins done by humans.”
Because the household's peace, prosperity, and
health are in this deity's hands (or, more
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accurately, in the mouth), it is natural that he
receives special attention and is treated with
divine respect. Few people know that the Stove
God, the same as the Original Spirit and destiny
of the human person, all travel to the Yuhua
Ministry by the Boat of Taoist Law.

The Boat of Taoist Law

Following the Celestial Masters’
traditional beliefs, every year on the
fourth day of the first lunar month, all the
Original Spirits that are about to be born this
year are guided by one of the Heavenly
Marshals to the Boat of Taoist Law,
which sails to the world of the mortals.
The three Chinese characters of the
“Yuhua Ministry” are shaped into an |
image of a boat. Colorful stripes on both
sides of the talisman are meant to g
symbolize the gradual process of
ascending from Heaven and can be
written in various forms: ( (

m The Xu Hexagram e

3

)

Above the Boat of Taoist Law is a
pictographic representation of Hexagram Xu
from the Book of Changes Yijing, representing
the clouds surrounding the boat. The
QQ_Q counterclockwise movement of the

cloud seal pattern belongs to the yang force,
three cloud seal patterns equal three yangs, and
the Qian trigram from Yijing consists of three
yang lines. The Xu Hexagram is built of two
trigrams: the Qian trigram representing Heaven
and the Kan trigram representing Water. The
Image Commentary on this hexagram says: “A
cloud has ascended to the Heavens: Xu, the
consummate person following this, enjoys a
banquet brimming with food and drink.” The
Sequence Commentary says: “Xu: The Way of
food and drink.” The Xu hexagram on the Boat
of Taoist Law designates the official’s salary
that needs to be paid by the traveling Original
Spirits to ensure their safe passage.

It is customary that the seniors of a
community, whenever seeing couples in
financial struggles who decide not to have

children, say the following words of consolation:

“As soon it is born, you will be able to take care
of it, no doubts” or “Kids bring good fortune
and money just by being here.” An old folk
saying: “The children can take care of
themselves when they grow up, and the parents
don’t have to work too hard for their future,”
reflects the belief that the Original Spirits sent
by the Yuhua Ministry on the Boat of Taoist
Law are a gift from Heaven that brings
happiness and prosperity.

Wang, tian, gang — 3 Chinese characters

The last part of the talisman
consists of three Chinese
characters: wang=f=. tian and
gang ¥ . Gang is a combination
of two other characters designating ‘“number
four” and “right, correct”. There are four main
directions in the world, so whenever there is a
reference to “number four”, it means
“everywhere”. After putting it all together, the
meaning of the character gang indicates the
“Correct Heavenly Qi”. This talisman refers to
the Correct Qi of the Four Heavens in the North
Hemisphere: The Eastern Azure Heaven, the
Southern Vermillion Heaven, The Western
Great Heaven and the Northern Mysterious
Heaven. Four Heavenly Sages command those
Four Heavens: Tianpeng, Tianyou, Yisheng,
and Yousheng. The fourth sage, Yisheng, also
called The True Warrior, is in charge of the
Exorcist School in the Northern Hemisphere.
Common folk knows him as the Emperor of
Mysterious Heaven. In The Auspicious
Scripture of Four Noble Sages from the Most
High Nine Heavens, the Four Sages are
described accordingly: “The monsters, demons
and evil spirits from the Three Worlds are under
their command. Quite often, they ascend to the
world of mortals to see how people behave with
their own eyes. The Four Heavenly Sages are
very powerful; they can bring good luck and
prosperity, grand honor due to the meritorious

=
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service of someone’s ancestors, give hope to
those who lost their way, help people sever ties
with the evil forces and bestow a long and
fortunate life to the most virtuous ones”. The
Four Heavenly Sages have held many heavenly
lords and marshals in their service. According
to the changing sequence of the Ten Celestial
Stems, there is a different group consisting of
the Major Marschal and two Secondary
Marshals who protect the Boat of Taoist Law in
its journey to the mortal world every year.

Common mistake made while interpreting the
character gang  :

many read it as assembly of
characters “four” = and
“soil” #, while in reality it
entails character “four” =
and “correct” I o

x
b

A seal in the middle of the sacrzi
talisman is significant. Talismans not sealed or
sealed using the wrong seal do not serve their
purpose efficiently. There are two necessary
seals that cover the amulets made by Celestial
Masters: The Seal of the Head of the Yangtai
Region and The Seal of Celestial Master. The
first one indicates the region under control, and
the second shows the status and duties of the
holder. The Seal of the Head of the Yangtai

Region was bestowed to the first Celestial
Master by the Most High Lord Lao. In the
beginning, the land governed by the Celestial
Masters was divided into 24 regions for both
administrative and religious reasons. Each of
these 24 regions related to one of the Five
Phases, one of the 24 periods of the year, and
one of the 28 constellations of the zodiac. The
word “region” zhi also means “govern with
order and civility.” That is why the Pearl
Satchel of the Three Caverns, citing the
fragment from the Precepts of the Mysterious
Capital, says: “zhi corresponds to the inherent
human nature, fate-destiny, heavenly soul and
spirit.”

The headquarters of the movement were in
the Yangtai Region, where the Celestial Master
was exercising control in person. The leader of
each region was called “the head” dugong.
Since the Celestial Master Chang was the head
of the Yangtai Region, he used a seal to indicate
his area of rule and confirm his political power.
Those two seals appearing in the Yuhua
Ministry Talisman prove that the current Master
Chang of the Taoist Association holds the same
authoritative power as his ancestors.

The effective power of the talisman

The Yuhua Ministry Talisman’s power
reflects the duties of the deities of the Three
Steps: to give birth, to nurture, and to protect.
The Talisman 1) helps exorcise demons; 2)

casts away evil spirits 3) protects the household
from any foreign forces creating a disturbance
or illness 4) secures the prosperity and wealth
of all residents 5) brings harmony and peace.
After hanging this talisman inside your house,
remember that no matter if you have a stove
with an open fire to cook or not, your home,
just like every other house, is guarded by the
Stove God. The Stove God is responsible for
keeping a registry of good and evil deeds done
by every house resident. If the family members
think, feel, and act in a morally appropriate way,
the power and efficacy of this talisman will
increase.

How to use this talisman?

You can stick this talisman to the wall in
your living room, dining room, or kitchen. Do
not place it in the private rooms of the family
members. If, after hanging for some time in
your house, the talisman gets damaged, or if
you decide to take it off, incinerate it with a
sufficient amount of incense paper. You can also
offer it to the deities on the twenty-fourth day of
the twelfth lunar month.

2022/12/12 Version

The Taoist Association of Celestial Master Chang
LXV Celestial Master Chang Ei-Chang

Educational Center and Taoist Studio in Changhua

No. 888, Sec. 5, Zhangnan Rd., Fenyuan township, =
Changhua county 502, Taiwan T
Changhua TEL: (886)49-2511199; LR )
Taipei TEL: (886)2-28366519 5 L

Website : www.cts65.org
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